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The Parish of Belmont  
Major The Rev. Canon Bradley D. Smith 

St. John the Evangelist 
Havelock 

November 30th,  2025 10:30am  
First Sunday of Advent  

We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the 
Mississauga Anishinaabe (awn-ish-in-aw-bay), adjacent to the 

territory of the Haudenodsaunee (ho-den-oh-show-nee), 
Chippewa, and Cree, on whose land and by whose waters we 

gather to worship in the name of our Creator, the Holy One of 
Blessing. May we dwell on this land with respect and peace. 
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If you are visiting us - welcome!  

 
We Gather As God’s People 

 

P rocessional Hymn #92 
  O Day of God, Draw Nigh 

 
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all, 
People  and also with you. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
All   to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 Gloria                                                      (Please Stand) 

All  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his 
people on earth.   
 Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and 
Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory.  
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father: receive our prayer.  
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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 The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant  Loving God, 
All  give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to us in great humility, that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

We Listen To God’s Word 
 
Reader A reading from the book of Isaiah 
 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the 
Lord's house shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 
nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and 
say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion 
shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall 
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord! ISAIAH 2:1-5 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All   Thanks be to God. 
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Reader A reading of Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me, ”Let us go to the house of 

the Lord.” 
 Now our feet are standing within your gates, O 

Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself. 
 To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the 

assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord. 
For there are the thrones of judgement, the thrones of the 

house of David. 
 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ”May they prosper 

who love you. 
Peace be within your walls and quietness within your 

towers. 
 For my brethren and companions’ sake, I pray for 

your prosperity. 
Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do 

you good.” 
 
 The Psalm Prayer 
Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus, give us the peace of the new Jerusalem. 

Bring all nations into your kingdom to share your 
gifts, that they may render thanks to you without 
end and may come to your eternal city, where you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen.  

 

Reader A reading from the letter of Paul to the    
   Romans 
 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now 
the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us 
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live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not 
in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. ROMANS 13:11-14 
 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

G radual  Hymn #476 
   God, You Have Caused to be Written  

 (VS 1 - 2 before the Gospel and VS 3 after the Gospel) 
 

 The Gospel  
Gospeller The Lord be with you,  
People and also with you. 
 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
   according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  (said) 
 
Gospeller ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 
and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept 
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep 
awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also 
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must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour. MATTHEW 24:36-44 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of Christ 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.   (said) 
   
 Sermon   Rev.  Canon Richard Miller 
 
A moment of quiet reflection 
 

We Respond To God’s Word 
 

 

 An Affirmation of Faith                 
(From the New Zealand Prayer Book - with minor adaptations) 

(Please stand) 
Celebrant Let us confess our faith saying, 
All   You, O God, are supreme and holy. You 
create our world and give us life. Your purpose over-
arches everything we do. You have always been with 
us. You are God. 
 You, O God, are infinitely generous, good beyond 
all measure. You came to us before we came to you. 
You have revealed and proved your love for us in 
Jesus your Christ, who lived and died and rose 
again. You are with us now. You are God. 
 You, O God, are Holy Spirit. You empower us to 
be your gospel, your good news, in the world. You 
reconcile and heal; you overcome death. 
 You are our God. We worship you. Amen. 
 
 Prayers of the People   POP  
Intercessor  Let us pray. 

(You may stand, sit or kneel for prayer as you are comfortable.) 
    Lord, have mercy upon us. 
People   Christ, have mercy upon us. 
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Intercessor  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Intercessor God calls us to love one another. As a sign of 
that love, let us lift up our prayer to God for the needs of 
all people throughout the world, saying: O God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Intercessor We pray for the peace of the world, that our 
instruments of war may be transformed into 
instruments of peace, and that nations shall cease to 
learn war anymore. O God, in your mercy, 
People hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor We pray for the church, that we may become 
more a means of grace and peace in the world. O God, in 
your mercy, 
People hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor We pray for all people of good will who seek 
to cast off the works of darkness, that we may be 
enlightened through our service of others in the name of 
Christ. O God, in your mercy, 
People hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor We pray for all who are in need especially 
those we name now either aloud or silently in our own 
thoughts, that we may be alert to the presence of Christ 
in them and ready to reach out in love. O God, in your 
mercy, 
People hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor We pray for those who are assembled here 
today, that we may be clothed with the Lord Jesus Christ 
and go forth from this place to be Christ in the world. O 
God, in your mercy, 
People hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor Today in our Anglican Cycle of prayer we 
pray for All Saints, Collingwood, its weekly CO3 drop-in, 
its Food ministries including the monthly Five Loaves 
entrees program and monthly Friendship Dinners, 
outdoor Food Pantry, and partnership with the 
Collingwood Mobile Soup Kitchen, as well as its refugee 
sponsorship program; for All Saints, King City, its 
provision of meals for residents of Cross-links Housing, 
support of King Township Food bank, participation in 
local community outreach, and support for 
reconciliation initiatives with First Nations; and for All 
Saints, Kingsway, its community garden, Out of the Cold 
program, outreach among the poor and disenfranchised 
of their neighbourhood, and its involvement in 
programs at All Saints, Sherbourne Street and Stonegate 
Ecumenical Ministry. O God, in your mercy, 
People hear our prayer. 
 
We praise you, Lord our God, that you have called us 
to be your people and the instruments of your 
presence in the world. Grant us grace to discern 
your will and the strength to do it, through Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 
 Confession and Absolution 
Celebrant  Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love 
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and infinite in mercy. God welcomes sinners and invites 
us to this table. Let us confess our sins, confident in 
God's forgiveness.   

Silence.... 
 Most merciful God, 
All   we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight 
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your name.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
 
 The Peace                                             (Please Stand) 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All And also with you. 
 

O ffertory Hymn #521 
  Dear Shepherd of Your People, Hear  
 

 Prayer Over The Gifts Pog 
Celebrant God of love and power, 
All  your word stirs within us the expectation of 
the coming of your Son. Accept all we offer you this 
day, and sustain us with your promise of eternal life. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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We Celebrate At God’s Table  
 

 Eucharistic Prayer #3 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you, 
People  and also with you. 
 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
 
Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of 
heaven and earth; we give you thanks and praise through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the fullness of time came 
among us in our flesh, and opened to us the way of 
salvation. Now we watch for the day when he will come 
again in power and great triumph to judge this world, 
that we, without shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his 
appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of your name. 
 
All                                                                                          (Sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.   
  
Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the 
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goodness and love you have made known to us in 
creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 
a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is 
my body which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”   
  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had 
given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 Therefore, loving God, according to his command,  
All  we remember his death, 
 we proclaim his resurrection, 
 we await his coming in glory; 
  
Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts, that they may be the sacrament of the 
body of your Christ and his blood of the new covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made 
acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
 
In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in your 
Christ, and make them new, and bring us to that city of 
light where you dwell with all your children through 
our  Lord Jesus, your Christ, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 
yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.  
All  Amen.  
 
 The Lord’s Prayer  
Celebrant  As Jesus taught us, let us pray,  
All    Abba, Amma, Beloved, your name be 
hallowed, your reign spread among us, your will 
be done well, at all times, in all places, on earth as 
in heaven. 
 
  Give us the bread we need for today. Forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Let 
us not fail in the time of our testing. Spare us from 
trials too sharp to endure. Free us from the grip of 
all evil powers. 
 
  For yours is the reign, the power and the glory, 
the victory of love, for now and eternity, world 
without end. Amen. 
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 The Invitation to Communion 
Celebrant Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever 

comes to me shall never be hungry.”  
All “And whoever believes in me shall never 

thirst.” 
 
Celebrant  So, in faith, come to this table, you who 
have been to this sacrament often and you who have not 
been for a long time; you who easily follow Jesus and 
you who struggle to do so. Come, for it is the Christ who 
invites us all to meet him here.  
 These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 The Communion  
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. If you 

would like to receive a blessing rather 
than the bread and wine of the Eucharist 

please cross your arms  
over your chest.  

 
 

   Prayer after Communion PAC 
Celebrant  God for whom we wait, 
All  you have fed us with the bread of eternal life. 
Keep us ever watchful, that we may be ready to 
stand before the Son of man. We ask this in the name 
of Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 
Celebrant Glory to God, 
All   whose power, working in us, can do 
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to 
God from generation to generation, in the Church 
and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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 The Blessing 
Celebrant God in the midst of us, help us to praise 
your name, trust your love and serve your purpose. 
People  May we follow Jesus, embrace the 
journey and travel in love. 
 
Celebrant Our gracious and loving God, Eternal Glory, 
Incarnate Word and Abiding Spirit, blesses us. 
People  May God find a home in our hearts, now 
and in every tomorrow. Amen. 
 
Announcements  
 
 

R ecessional Hymn #88 
    Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus  
 

 
 

  ~ Dismissal ~ 
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The Voice Newsletter 
The deadline for submissions to the Christmas Edition of 
“The Voice” is December 8th. This newsletter is ‘our’ 
newsletter which means your contributions make it happen. 
  
Submissions are to be sent to Drew Simpson at our email 
address, christchurch1@bellnet.ca  

Christ Church Advent Dinner 
 
Sunday November 30th, from 4pm to 7pm 
 
Roast Beef Dinner with all the fixings! 
Entertainment to follow 
 
 
FREE WILL OFFERING 
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Weekly Bible Study at Christ Church  
 
We meet in Jenkins Hall every Thursday at 11 am. 
We will discuss various portions of both the Old and       
New Testaments and illustrate with videos where  
appropriate. 
  
For further information 
please contact  
Larry Ricciardelli. 
larryric@gmail.com  
905-730-8280 

Next Sunday, December 7th, 2025 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

 Readings  

ISAIAH 11:1-10  PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19  ROMANS 15:4-13  

 MATTHEW 3:1-12   

Bible readings are taken from The New Revised Standard Version. 


